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Godden, Rumer 
A BREATH OF AIR $3.00 


Report repeated from page 2 of the 1/1/50 bulletin- when scheduled for earlier 
publication- as follows: "The publishers define this as a modern Tempest. True enough, 
in that castaways from the bustling outer world find refuge on an unchartered island- 
and find, too, the overlord of the island, a man from their own world who has shed the 
bondage of material things at home, only to acquire vast riches for which he has no use, 
vast power over the more or less helpless natives of the island, and vast disdain for 
anything that reminds him of the past. With him in his retreat is a lovely daughter, 
who has been educated in the vacuum of only mental acceptance of things taught- and 
no experience, no companions other than the semi-enslaved island folk. And among the 
local inhabitants, there is one rebel, who has learned along with the daughter- and one 
half breed, a Caliban-sort-of person, who lays claims to the island which his mother 
had once controlled. The castaways seem answer to prayer. Charis needed a mate. 
Filipino needed to know some other young men like himself. The island people needed 
to regain their own rights. Here is an idyllic tale, with less of the perceptiveness, 
the authenticity of exploring the emotional factors, than one associates with Rumer 
Godden- but with her imaginative quality, the skilled craftsmanship and originality of 
her style, the artistry of her story-telling. Where another writer might have made 
the symbolism, the parallels, into a contrived and artjficial tale, Rumer Godden has 


woven into it much of her own magic.” 
Spring Thaw 


There's the first major novel from Jessamyn West, THE WITCH DIGGERS (Harcourt, Brace); 
two new, and simultaneously published, books by Henry Green for a year end bonanza 
CAUGHT AND CONCLUDING (Viking); Stefan Heym's THE EYES OF REASON (Little, Brown); an es- 
tablished audience for Sheila Kaye-Smith's MRS. GAILEY (Harper) and in relation to past 
Successes, a less assured audience for Grace Zaring Stone's THE GROTTO (Harper); and, for 
an old-fashioned fling, Maurice Walsh’ TROUBLE IN THE GLEN (Lippincott) while Hildegarde 
Dolson'’s THE FORM DIVINE (Random House) provides a pert feminine farce. See below for 


reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


December 28 


Green, Henry ; Viking 
CAUGHT each - $3.00 


CONCLUDING 


A handsome twosome from this major British author, opposite in tone yet dis- 
tinguished by the same high noon vitality of Loving and Nothing. Mr. Green's novels 
shimmer with life - his characters are never frozen into caryatids to support coincidence, 
nor do they stand alone in chilly isolation from life itself - they move freely as did 
Smollett's “originals”, yet appear obliquely to the reader according to the true nature 
of personality. Caught is an effective and brilliant novel with a background of london in 
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the early days of the war. Richard Roe, a widower and father of a small son, serving 
in the auxiliary Fire Service, is pulled down and under in the expediency of life in war- 
time. In the long period of waiting before the heavy blitz, personalities waver and re- 
arrange themselves - Acting Sub Pye, tortured by the phantom of his sister's insanity, 

is broken and takes his life; lovely women seek substitutes for the men they once loved 
and lost; old man Piper offers a chattering senile accompaniment to gossip and drinking; 
and old Mrs. Howells tries desperately and touchingly to cope with a mentally 111 daugh- 
ter and brutal son-in-law. The book ends as Richard talks and talks about fire and 
death, making a clean break with the what are now maudlin memories of his pre-war past. 
Concluding is @ summer idyll with delightful humor as well as an indulgent sadness at the 
passing of time. The story is concerned with the efforts of two exquisite. harpies - 
managers of a State School for girls- to dislodge the famous old scientist, Mr. Rock 
("the horrid Rock"), and his deliciously unstrung daughter from the cottage which had 
been given to him along with the job of pig-tending by the State for previous services 
rendered. A love affair, a lost child, enchanting girls and a magnificent pig provide 

a fuss within the space of one heartbreakingly beautiful summer's day. The Green cult 
will welcome both novels - mark plus sales for Caught as effective war fiction. 


January 11 


West, Jessamyn Harcourt, Brace 
THE WITCH DIGGERS $3.50 


The gifts of capturing essentials of character and making her scenes live in 
memory so evident inThe Friendly Persuasion are present in this first major novel from 
Jessamyn West. That the characters are oddly assorted, most of them a bit off balance, 
that the scenes bring laughter and tears close togetter, with more of tears than laughter, 
and that the story mounts to grim climax and final catastrophe, is part of the challenge. 
The title is symbolic, with a slightly mad brother and sister, inmates of the Poor Farm 
where most of the action takes place, acting out their belief that they can find, by ~ 
divine guidance and consistent digging, their lost hope and faith. But each character 
in the story is in some measure seeking an answer:- Link Conboy, who gave up the law for 
@ life of service as director of the Poor Farm; Lib, his wife, who adored him but couldn't 
show it, and who cheated her children of their birthright of affection and understanding; 
Dandie, whose sensual appetites almost wrecked him; Cate, strangled in her love for 
Christie by inhibitions and ignorance; Em, the little sister, taking adolescence hard; 
the "folks" of the Poor House, down and outers; and the two men who loved Cate, Christie, 
whose normality was his undoing, and Ferris, whose priggishness wrecked what was at best 
a makeshift marriage. Turn of the century and Southern Indiana - for a novel that is 
perhaps better in its parts than its entirety. 


January 15 


Niall, Ian | . Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
THE DELUGE $3.00 


A lowering, gloomy regional novel set in a small English village, which gains 
momentum to a satisfying climax at the end. Everpresent in the minds of the villagers and 
particularly the occupants of Water Row is the proximity of that “white elephant", the Ling 
reservoir. In the flurry of rumors that the Ling wall is giving way, the homes on Water 
Row and the occupants of the local pub, the Black Bee, stand out in sharp relief. Intro- 
duced by the grim, bitter Joe Adams, keeper. of the reservoir, as he views the village with 
satanic hate and disdain, the story follows the fortunes of Water Row. There is fat Maggie 
Snell, hostess at the Black Bee, savagely partial, drinking to fill the emptiness of her 
childless state, finally tamed by violance by her heretofore timorous husband; gentle 
Will Lane, blackmailed by ferrety "Yank" Cosh for an early hidden marriage; Jim Douglas,-a 
weary, lonely failure, cursed with a violent marriage which he compares to "hell yawning"; 
Mary Douglas who tries to escape her home; Old Mr. Dow who has visions; William Bradshed, 
the engineer with a jealous, stupid wife; genial Bill Norton and his happy brood; and 
other "little" people whose lives are behind them. When the wall does break - and the 
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tension here is at a high pitch - it is the gentle, vital people who survive. Sustained 
in mood but with an unselective underplaying that does not take full advantage of the 
possibilities of character. 






January 15 
Giles, Janice Holt Westminster 
MISS WILLIE $3.00 








A sympathetically regenerative novel of a poor white commnity in the Kentucky 
hills to which Miss Willie, with both a missionary impulse and the need to be needed, 
comes as the new schoolteacher. There she finds a wide open terrain as she faces living 
conditions which are often unspeakably unsanitary, the problem of teaching forty children 
in one room, the hostility of some of the boys- and particularly orphaned Rufe Pierce 
whose father falls in love with her. But finally, disgusted and despairing, she decides 
to leave until Rufe delivers some chastening criticism, she marries his father and makes 
her compromise. The people here and the situations are honestly derived and treated. 







January 25° 2} < 2, 
Linklater, Eric : Harcourt, Brace 
MR, BYCULIA $2.50 













A novella rather than a novel, this does not have the wide humor of Linklater's 
previous books, tightens down to the tattle-tale qualities of a five pound note and the 
intricacies of the Thugs of India. The cast of characters is small- Sir Simon Killaloe 
who has beggared himself to pay for the trial of his son, Ronnie, who has been acquitted 
of the murder of the tart, Fanny Bruce: Dr. lIessing, a psychiatrist, whose completely 
bitchy wife, Claire, is wrecking his kindliness and helpfulness, and forcing a childhood 
hell on their little daughter. And across their lives passes Mr. Byculla, of strange and 
wonderful background, from Beirut and mixed parentage, secret service during the war, and 

& now tormented by terrifying dreams. Sir Simon sends him to Dr. Iessing and the five pound 
note he pays for his treatment is used to pay Sir Simon, and Ronnie steals it from hin. 
But in recognizing it as one he had given Fanny, he exchanges it with Claire, who cannot 
break off the affaire she has been having with him...And it is Mr. Byculla, practicing the 
Thugs * tenets who relieves Sir Simon, and later, Dr. Lessing, of their worldly cares. 
Skeletal in treatment, this still provides compact characterization and superior but not 
cheap suspense. 

























February l 


Heym, Stefan Little, Brown 
THE EYES OF REASON $3.75 


Fact and fiction relating to the Commnist revolution in Czechoslovakia - actual 
personalities and types that must have existed by the thousands - these are skillfully 
‘@ blended in an overlong but holding novel of ote of the enigmas of our times. As the 
story unfolds, the reader is bitingly aware of the forces that created the anomalies; of 
those elements brought into focus by the Nazi occupation, the working of the Underground, 
the tragedies of prison camps, the hunger for power and survival. The blindness - on both 
Sides - of the significance of democracy and of freedom are symbolized in one of three 
brothers, Thomas Benda, who died a suicide; the dead end of capitalism is symbolized by 
enother Benda, Joseph, who tried to fight the windmill; the doubtful solution of commnism 
is symbolized by the third, Dr. Karel Benda, victim of the Nazis, destined to be the tool 
of their successors- and choosing what he thinks the better part. The romance in the 
story is secondary to the political aspects. While not a justification- of either side- 
The Eyes of Reason seems to present in cogent terms a convincing picture of a country vic- 
a timized by the extremists, trying to believe that ideals can be converted into facts. 


} 





February 5 
Brooke , Jocelyn | Knopf 
THE IMAGE OF A DRAWN SWORD | $2.75 


A new (The Scapegoat, A Mine of Serpents) novel which again displays a talent 
of exceptional control, derives from a disturbing, dualistic experience, and offers a 
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strange and shadowed fascination. Reynard Langrish, a bank clerk previously invalided out 
of the army, and now suffering from a disquieting sense of unreality, is picked up one 

night by a Captain Archer who rather arbitrarily assumes that he will join his new battalion. 
Attracted to Archer who at the same time perplexes him, Langrish still goes through with 

his training at an old Roman camp. But later, when he goes on his own to the camp, he finds 
that it has been abandoned- save for a tramp. And as the time of enlistment approaches, he 
is ridden by a reluctance to join, haunted by a sense of defection when the date is passed. 
A few weeks later he is arrested as a deserter but can never contact the illusory Archer, 
undergoes a series of defeatingly confusing interviews, is tattooed with the “image of a 
drawn sword" and later tortured, and when he escapes- he returns to a desolate, deterio- 
rating house where the long dead body of his mother heightens the horror which is finally 
capped by his unintentional mrder of Archer who- when dying- persuades him to return to 

the unit. A fusion here of forces which have their symbolic as well as sinister applica- 
tion, the indirection here is countered by a perfected prose...For the discerning reader. 


February 7 


Fox, Paul Little, Brown 
‘THE DAUGHTER OF JAIRUS $2.75 


The style and artistry evident in this book is a relief from the sentimentality 
and fuzzy historical sense which mark the majority of religious historical novels, although 
again this book cannot surmount the almost impossible difficulty of representing the 
personality of Christ. This is the story of the daughter of the wealthy Jairus who was 
awakened from what was apparently a death coma by Christ. Naomi, willful and possessed 
by a desire for freedom she could not yet channel, leaves the home of her wealthy, proud 
father, Jairus, is stung by a deadly scorpion and crawls home near to death. It is then 
that Jairus, crazed with fear, seeks the healer, Jesus, after other efforts to revive the 
girl had failed. After this incident, Jesus is forgotten by all but Naomi, who yearns 
to see and speak with this man again, which she does twice. It is not until his death, 
however, that she absorbs the lesson of love, and torn with grief, sets out for Jerusalen. 
Against the story of Naomi is set the sour despair of Judas, whose self-torture in the 
form of easy sophistry was his own destruction. The story is blessedly free of self-con- 
scious period detail; the speech is clean-cut and neutral in the historical setting; al- 
though as in most books of this type, -the author has one eye on the pulpit. Better than 


average » e 
February & 
Sherman, Richard Little, Brown 
A KINDRED SPIRIT $2.50 ~ 


A caprice, lightly touched by irony, which tells of Naomi Lynch, a spinster, ‘ 
who compensated for her unalluring appearance in the creation cf a favorite, fictional 
character which brought her fame. Settling down in New York at 45, loveless and friend- 
less, Naomi finds a kindred spirit in a W. Brown who borrows the same books as she does 
at the corner lending library, opens up for her a possibility of companionship- or even 
romance- in the identity of their tastes. More and more obsessed by the anonymity of 
W. Brown, Naomi turns from speculation to action, but is kept from the meeting long hoped 
for by his suicide, prompted by a loneliness just such as hers...A trifle, which is not 
altogether trivial, this is facile, catching. 


Baldwin, Faith Rinehart 
THE WHOLE ARMOR : $3.00 


More of a magnum opus for Faith Baldwin, this abandons the lilies of the field 
on Park Avenue for the more sober, spiritual story of a minister, young Paul lennox, and 
the many conflicts which come his way. Understanding toward others, if uncompromising 
towards himself, Paul is able to handle the problems of his parishioners: as well as his 
younger brother Tim, unstable and alcoholic. But more limited in his knowledge of himself, 
he rejects the love of Connie feeling that her aims and his are disparate, realizes his 
error, and again is faced by his own spiritual shortcoming when he contracts infantile 
paralysis, experiences a weakening of his faith in himself and in God....If the intentions 
here are more serious, the results are still only rental, effortlessly so. 
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February 14 
Innes, Hammond Harper 
THE ANGRY MOUNTAIN $2.75 


* A spiralling of suspense for a chase which leads from behind an iron curtain in 
Czechoslovakia to Milan, Naples and Pompeii where an erupting Vesuvius lends its full fury 
to the individual issues at hand. Dick Farrell, his nerves shredded after a German guinea 
pig experiment in the war which cost him his leg, now a business man abroad, is innocently 
committed in the escape of an old friend from Pilsen, later in Milan heads into the doctor, 
Sansevino, who had amputated his leg deliberately and by degrees. In Farrell's knowledge 
of Sansevino's identity, in his ignorance of the secret papers he is carrying- in his arti- 
ficial leg, he is harried, and hunted until the violence of Vesuvius endangers them all, 
forces a finale... Leaning less heavily on pictorial props than Gale Warning, Fire in the 
Snow, this concentrates on the drama of man against man, is feverishly, furiously sustained. 


Harper 


Kaye-Smith, Sheila 
MRS. GAILEY $3.00 
Story of a lady-on-the-make who wins the hand and loses the game when her plot to 
foil Mrs. Winrow of the Manor who called her "a person" provides a different ending from the 
one she planned. Mrs. Gailey, gutter-bred, with a thin veneer of polish, is the new secre- 
tary engaged by Mrs. Winrow's eccentric daughter, Leslie, who flaunts her hatred of the 
class to which she was born by doing all sorts of erratic things. Mrs. Gailey thought that 
nothing would pierce the armor of the lady of the manor more completely than mating Leslie 
with an up and coming young tenant farmer, of a class Mrs. Winrow felt beneath her notice, 
despite his Majority in the army of World War II. But she reckoned without Charlie Vine, 
to whom marriage with Leslie would have seemed a barrier to his ambitions rather than an 
aid. That Leslie's heart was broken - her suit rejected- did not enter Mrs. Gailey's calcu- 
lations. The finale was fairly obvious and mechanical, and the story leaves an end impress- 
ion of a somewhat static battle of the classes set in a vacuum of an England Sheila Kaye- 


Smith has made her own. 


Harper 


Stone, Grace Zaring 
THE GROTTO $3.00 

A psychological novel of a mother and son relationship, tortured by the theme of 
homosexuality in the background. At the moment of realization of a fact feared and avoided, 
Celia is trying to face the necessity of cutting Evan loose from her, while dreading what 
might happen if she does. A temporary truce offers itself when an old friend, a writer of 
some note, offers them asylum in his Italian villa near Sorrento while they are awaiting a 
ship held up by dock strikes in Genoa. During those days, there's mounting tension, as 
things seem to be coming to a head. But the crisis takes a different form when their host, 
instead of proving the strength Celia had hoped for, reveals himself as a further menace to 
her peace of mind in a drunken moment. The story ends inconclusively with Celia's death 
and Evan forcibly released. Grace Zaring Stone is not at her best here. 


Cotterell, Geoffrey Lippincott 
STRAIT AND. NARROW $3.50 


A three panel display of the career of Richard Tarrant reflects his life from pre- 
sent to past. Successfully married to Nancy, daughter of a wealthy businessman who has been 
helpful in his rise as a barrister, Richard has pulled himself out of an essentially middle- 
class progressive sphere by his own chameleon colorations, adopted at will, from the inten- 
sity of Blanche Pontine, to the brass polishing of the Army, during the war, to his court- 
ship of Nancy, and is now ready for the rewards of his assiduous cultivation of every oppor- 
tunity. But Nancy, insecure in his love, has invited Annetje, from Holland to visit them, 


feeling that Richard's stay there had changed his love for her. It was in Holland, where 
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he had to parachute to safety, that Annet je shielded him from the Germans, was seduced by 
him and their affaire was the immediate cause of her husband's death. Her English visit 
is successful and Nancy calmed by her fears until her father demands repayment from Richard 


& in having. him try to hush up a scandal over his illegal business operations, and again 





Richard turns to Annetje - only to be discovered by Nancy, who, in heartbreak, drives off 
to death in the night. Richard, ready to marry Annetje, is refused and deserted by her 
and left to his empty and self-destroyed future. ‘A conscientious portrayal, this nonethe- 
less lacks the incisiveness which might have heightened its effectiveness. 


February 14 


Walsh, Maurice Lippincott 
TROUBLE IN THE GLEN $2.75 


* Turn back to 1934 and the thrill of discovery in Walsh's The Road to Nowhere, 
recapture of the evasive charm of Donn Byrne, the zest for romantic adventure of Jeffrey 
Farnol. Here we find it again, after too long a gap (though omnibus volumes between times 
reintroduced Walsh) in Trouble in the Glen. Some will charge him with romantic attitudes, 
disarming sentiment in a modern tale of derring-do. Others (this reader among them) will 
welcome this unflagging zest in spinning a yarn. Gaelic to the core- the scene is a High- 
land glen - his characters the sturdy, stubborn folk of the glen, pitted against the in- 
flexible rectitude of a not quite sure of himself Laird - his story, that of an almost out- 
sider who does his knightly deed of chivalry, achieves the peace he desired, and wins his 
lady. For a special but eager audience. 


‘ 


February ?? 


Hancock, Lucy Agnes Macrae-Smith 
NURSE KATHY DECIDES $2.50 


Making the rounds with Kathy Marshall as she ministers to a girl with a broken 
hip (who falls in love with Kathy's favorite doctor), a runaway wife, a quondam film star, 
and the Chief, surgeon Blaine, who rode roughly over younger doctors MacDonald and Elliott. 
And for Kathy there are romantic doubts between these two, until Bill Elliott finally per- 
suades her that she loves him... Most of the starch has gone out of this uniform by now, 
but it's still clean. 


John , Evan Putnam 
RIDE HOME TOMORROW $3.00 
Sub-titled The Chronicle of a Crusader this- in mood and style- purports to be 
just that, as "newly set forth by Evan John". There seems, to this reader at least, little 
to set this apart from stories of the Crusades through the years. .The period is the 
Twelfth Century; the story relates the tragic impasse of the First Crusade, torn by bicker- 
ings among its leaders, reaching disaster and frustration and defeat. The Crusader whose 
story this is, Andres Vaeringer by name, a Norseman, was involved in a quarrel and drunken 
brawl, and thought he had killed his hated step-father when pursuit caught up with him in 
Stavanger. Dogged by his fear, he became a wanderer; shipped in secret to England, served 
@& year as a monastery servant, became a squire for a kindly Lord Andrew and set out with 
him for the Crusade, only to be left masterless en route when Sir Andrew died. Then came 
some six years of serving, now under one, now another, of fighting and loving and eking 
out his boredom and discontent in inactivity and mischief. Then he met by chance his moth- 
er, who had followed him from Norway, when dispossessed by her dead man's heirs, and through 
her he learned the probability that he had not killed his step-father after all. The Crus- 
ade ended, in defeat, he turned toward home- a fighter by profession, via Constantinople, 
where he served some twelve years, only to fall, wounded and blinded, before Italian swords, 
to be harbored for his declining years by monks of Trebizond. Fully caparisoned, this tale 
of so called chivalry, but superficial tale telling and overlong and dull for the most part. 
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Dolson, Hildegarde Random House 
THE FORM DIVINE $3.00 






* A feminine comedy that does not stoop to farce or cheap humor (although its striv- 
ings for smartness sometimes tries too hard) this reports the Battle of the Bulge in be- 
lievable, amusing and pertinent terms. Lucilla Webb, whose "modest trickle of anxiety" 
moves over into the free flowing category when she lunches with an old college classmate, 
is a pushover for the Beautiful You School, where she, as a Bony (rather than a Bulgie) 
gets a different course than the other students. That her family - very nice husband, 

an 8 year old daughter, Sniffles, the spaniel, Gretel, her maid, and even their apartment 
on West 10th Street - suffer during her exposure to falsies, rouging her brain, dancing 
pores, the divine angle, the secret garden of beauty (which closes the bathroom to everyone 
else) is as nothing as she yearns for the higher things with the only male instructor. 

That she gets out of that, and turns into a human being through her friendship with her 
fellow-students, and crosses her heart and hopes to die to be a better wife, mother and 
lady of the house, ties this up neatly - and attractively. A surprise package which takes 
the intangible, female glamour yearnings in a sympathetic Hokinson touch, to which is added 
a bit from Mr. and Mrs. North - and, as a crazy lead-on, a leer from Harpo Marx... Fun. 




































Lewis, Alfred Random House 
HOME IS AN ISLAND 2 /4 $3.00 L— 


»eeeeee On island in the Azores, where very little happens during the childhood 
of Jose, whose father had once gone to America and wants that future for his son, and whose 
mother inclines him toward the priesthood. There is the building of a room- for Jose; the 
infringement of school- and catechism- on the time spent fishing in the sun with his father; 

& the killing of a pig; his love of learning and of books which is fostered by his teacher; 
the shadow of the European war; the attraction to Maria; and finally his decision not to 
become a priest and to leave for America- "wonderful, immense" America. A reflection of 
a peaceable, primitive life, whose simplicity and innocence is rarely touched by other 
worlds, this is for a limited audience. 


HARES AND HOUNDS- AND HORSES 
| January 8 


Davis, Dorothy Salisbury Scribner 
A GENTLE MURDERER $2.50 


A dual hunt for a killer is the setting for the search that Father Duffy and Lt. 
Holden make, as one gets the confession from the killer and the other proceeds according 
to schedule when a call-girl is found killed by her cleaning woman. The Father, to whom 
a life has been confided, is constrained to check past history; the police double-check 
the present; the two converge over the long, unhappy way to murder. Conscientious crime- 
chase. 


Ford, Lesiie Scribner 
MURDER IN THE JACKPOT $2.50 


This is not a Col. Primrose and Grace Latham mystery. There is murder offstage, 
as a slot-machine king meets violent death but actually the murder is solved indirectly 
when other problems of heartache, petty gambling, bank shortages, and well disguised shady 

= doings are run down. Janey, who has futilely gambled away the family savings, shows her 
true colors heroically and comes out a winner. In the final analysis, this is more of a 
dissection of small town society than a routine mystery. 
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Mysteries, Westerns 


January 11 






















Burns, Tex Doubleday 
é HOPALONG CASSIDY AND THE RUSTLERS OF WEST FORK $2.50 


* Silver-haired Hoppy of the old Bar 20 rides again--into a five-star mystery- 
adventure when friend Dick Jordan and his daughter Pamela are held prisoners by the fancy 
con gang of Sparr and Soper. A coded call for help brings Cassidy to the rescue on his 
white gelding, Topper. Hot action, good characterization and background puts this in the 
upper bracket. 


January 12 


Findley, Ferguson Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
WATERFRONT $2.50 — 


Johnny Malone, of My Father's Badge, in another dose of leadstroke, when as De- 
tective Third Homicide West, he witnesses a double-killer in a murder and holds down a 
hot spot on the dockside, tracking down a syndicate. He learns to grow out of being a 
hero all by himself as he runs out of time trying to finger the new boss of the longshore- 
men and the frame on him gets hotter. Melodrama of the breathless and sleepless school. 


January 15 
Paul, Elliott Random House 
MURDER ON THE LEFT BANK $2.50 | 


Another of Homer Evans' exploits which takes in post-war Paris, a family out to 
€ learn the truth about their son's oral will, and a well-planned financial deal. Young 
~ Megan Mallory, after alertings by one Lt. Kitchel, a friend of her dead mother, heads-on 
into Paris with all her 17 years a-flame: Evans ties in her father's private eye, two 
brothers, Rockport, Mass., vanishing witnesses, and ex-GI's, and adds it all up to satis- 
factory - and flair-wise conclusions. Them thar Hugger-Mugger fans ought to line up for 
this. 


January 2) 


Tey, Josephine Macmillan 
TO LOVE AND BE WISE $2.75 







A migration of the intellegentsia to Salcott St. Mary offers an artistic thieves' 
nest for Detective Sergeant Grant to rummage around in when an American photographer dis- 
appears. Leslie Searle, having won friends and enemies in the art colony, with his sleight 
of hand vanishing has Grant pushing his flair for sieving facts to its finest and this kid 
Slove case winds up to an ingenious end. A good entry for the Ngaio Marsh market. 










February 5 











Durrant, Theo Knopf 


THE MARBLE FOREST $2.50 





A grim graveyard tryst in which Rod Barratt, attempting to find his little girl 
who had been kidnapped and buried alive in a stolen casket, spends a long night in the 
cemetery, opening up graves. And as their tenants speak, a ghost town comes to life, as 
do the scandals of the past. There is Doc Whittleby, distorted by his wife's infidelity; 
Donna Parks, the young girl he helped to kill; Barratt's wife, prim and protected; Tyloe, 
the chief of police, who had driven his sister into marriage with the local undertaker 
from which she could only escape in death; etc., etc. And from the cemetery to the funeral 
parlor and back again, Barratt's desperate search is finally rewarded with the rescue of 
his child and an exposure of crazed hatreds. Strong stuff- for a carrion trade. 
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February 8 


Cunningham, A.B. Dutton 
SKELETON IN THE CLOSKET $2.50 





Sheriff Roden once again, with his expected semi-rural procedure (exposed to 
reader gaze, with a chance for almost blow by blow participation and- if one is aware the 
opportunity to spot the killer, though not the steps by which he is apprehended). The 
crime this time is five years cold, but Roden knows how to trace stale trails and handle 
even taciturn Vermonters until truth will out. For Cunningham fans. So-so. 







Dutton 
VULTURE VALLEY $2.50 





West, Tom 


Of the troubles which confront Hap Harrigan, convict on the lam from the Yuma 
penitentiary, while trying to prove his innocence, win back his spread, and make up his 
mind about a couple of chicks. A fair-playing English ranch owner and a fancy con man 
complicate all this, but it's still standard fare. 



























Daly, Elizabeth Rinehart 
THE BOOK OF THE CRIME $2.50 


Gamadge - with his uncanny facility in linking his two hobbies, crime and rare 
books, again to the rescue in an oblique sort of mystery of identity, inheritance, and 
short term marriages. Rena was terrified and out of love with her invalid hero husband 
in a very few weeks, but it took a thunderbolt of sorts to precipitate her hasty departure 
for a visit to Gamadge. It took another murder and another departure to bring the threads 
together. Like most of this series, it is better as a yarn than a thriller. 


e) February 14 


Coburn, Walt Lippincott 
PARDNERS OF THE DIM TRAILS $2.50 


* The partnership of Possum, range orphan, and Tex Kinkaid, a seasoned scout, as 
they ride the dim trail of the Pony Express and as Possum, a spunky shavetail of sixteen, 
is unswerving in his allegiance to the older man. From the danger of Indians and the 
Army which jeopardizes Kinkaid's peace pact with the red men, to the hazards of carrying 

j the mail through a new territory, these two survive some tight situations and win romantic 
rewards. Possum and Tex make an appealing alliance, proceed through some new paces with 
a quick step. 


REPRINTS for January 
BANTAM BOOKS (‘Each $.25) 


Fitzgerald, F. Scott - TENDER IS THE NIGHT Short, Luke - AMBUSH 

Gilbert, Anthony - THE INNOCENT BOTTLE Short, Luke - FIDDLEFOOT 

Lattimore, Owen - ORDEAL BY SLANDER Strauss, Theodore - THE HATERS 

Mauldin, Bill - A SORT OF SAGA Teilhet, Hildegard T. - THE RIM OF TERROR 


Wilder, Robert - BRIGHT FEATHER 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


@ setawin, reith - MANHATTAN NIGHTS Held, John, Jr. - CROSSTOWN 
Chute, Verne - FLIGHT OF AN ANGEL Janney, Russell - MIRACLE OF THE BELLS 
Fair, A. A. - CROWS CAN'T COUNT Offord, Lenore Glen - MY TRUE LOVE LIES 


Hamilton, Donald - THE STEEL MIRROR Summers, Richard - VIGILANTE 
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GARDEN CITY BOOKS for January 2nd (Note new firm name) 




















Barnard, William - JAILBAIT ($1.00) Kirkland, Alexander- “¢- - HECTOR'S 
Bonnet, Theodore - THE MUDLARK ($1.49) NAUGHTY '90's COOK BOOK ($1.49) 
Clay, Gen. L.D. - DECISION IN GERMANY ($1.00) Montague, J.F., M.D.- HOW TO CONQUER 
Fishbein & Burgess- 4ds. ~- SUCCESSFUL CONSTIPATION ($1.00) 

MARRIAGE ($3.95) Stettinius, E.R., Jr.- ROOSEVELT AND THE 


RUSSIANS ($1.00) 
Taylor, Robert Lewis - W.C. "FIELDS ($1.49) 


Permabooks (Each $.35) 


Henkin, Leo J. - NEW STANDARD BOOK OF MODEL Montague, J.F., M.D. - HOW TO OVERCOME 
LETTERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS (Original) NERVOUS STOMACH TROUBLE 


GROSSET & DUNLAP 


Dollar Books 


Gardner, E. S. - THE CASE OF THE NEGLIGENT Karr, Jean - ZANE GREY: MAN OF THE WEST 
NYMPH Loring, Emilie - LOVE CAME LAUGHING BY 
Grey, Zane - THE DEER STALKER Osborn, Fairfield - OUR PLUNDERED PLANET 


Reference Books 


WORDS: THE NEW DICTIONARY-de luxe thumb indexed, $3.50: regular thumb-indexed, $2.50: 
regular revised 1951 edition, $2.00. 







® Reviewers Selections (Each $.75) 






Gilbreth & Carey - CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN Goudge, Elizabeth - GENTIAN HILL 






Specials 






Marquand, John P.-POINT OF NO RETURN ($1.49) Ostrow, A.A.-THE COMPLETE CARD PLAYER ($2.95) 
O'Hara, John - A RAGE TO LIVE $1.49) Rogers, Agnes - WOMEN ARE HERE TO STAY($1 98) 
‘Stanley, Dave- £d, - A TREASURY OF SPORTS HUMOR ($1.49) 






THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 







For January 1 - Fisher, Bruno - THE FLESH WAS COLD (Signet- $.25 ) 





For January 24 - Mailer, Norman - THE NAKED AND THE DEAD ( Signet-Double- $.50 ) 






For January 24 - Soule, George - INTRODUCTION TO ECONOMIC SCIENCE (Mentor- $.35 ) 
Signet (Each $.25) 








Bowles, Paul - THE SHELTERING SKY Heckelmann, Charles N. - TWO BIT RANCHER 
Caldwell, Erskine - THIS VERY EARTH Miller, Wade - CALAMITY FAIR 
Gresham, William Lindsay - LIMBO TOWER Russell, Bertrand-THE CONQUEST OF HAPPINESS 





Wright, Richard - BLACK BOY 
POCKET BOOKS 


Chandler, Raymond - THE LITTLE SISTER Herzberg, M.J.- Ed. - THIS IS AMERICA 
Cody, Al - BITTER CREEK Lomax, Bliss - THE FIGHT FOR SWEETWATER 














de Kruif, Paul - MICROBE HUNTERS Martin & Lewis - THE NAKED EYE 
Ellington, Richard - IT'S A CRIME Packard, Vance - THE HUMAN SIDE OF ANIMALS 
Field, Peter - THE TENDERFOOT KID AND PILLSBURY'S BAKING BOOK 
_ Yerby, Frank - THE GOLDEN HAWK 
Juniors 






Kjelgaard, Jim - BUCKSKIN BRIGADE Stevenson, Robert Louis - THE BLACK ARROW 
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MUST BOOKS 


ee Published 


Churchill, Winston S. Houghton, Mifflin 
THE HINGE OF FATE $6.00 















* Nothing available in advance of finished books (as noted on P. 674) so this re- 
port is anticlimatic in view of the extensive reviews already released, which seem collec- 
tively to say what we were. saying anyhow. That- in a military sense, this is the most in- 
teresting of the series for Americans, as the period covered- 1942 and the first half of 
1943- encompasses the disastrous defeats of our early months of war, and the turn of the 
tide in the Pacific, in North Africa. That- in a personal sense, it is less Churchill's 
book than the earlier ones, when he was centre-on, the stage chiefly Britain's, and Bri- 
tain always most dramatic in bitterest defeat. That it lacks the recurrent resounding 
phrase and what some called the purple passages, but is significant in its honesty of great- 
ness, the willingness to say he was hasty or wrong. What emerges is a Churchill big in his 
sometimes reluctant cooperation; a Churchill perceptive of the widening rifts with Russia, 

a Churchill cognizant of the lack of balance in America's attitude towards China, a Church- 
ill anxious to keep the difficult DeGaulle-Darlan- Giraud impasse from wrecking the North 
African operation. Some of his thumbnail sketches of personalities afford as brilliant 
characterization as he has ever written. Some of his brief and dramatic bits of narrative 
afford as absorbing reading as any he has written. And the armchair strategists will find 
his military analyses an indispensable contribution to viewing the war from another side 
than the one we are offered in American records. A sure best seller- as well as documentar- 
ily important. 

































Se 4 DARK HORSE 
February 6 [4 C hd - att \ 2 \, PAA % » é | 4 4 | 

Wilson, Donald Powell me 

MY SIX CONVICTS "$3.50 


* For those interested in an absorbing human interest story plus a prison back- 
ground, this is - in one reader's opinion, anyhow- the most fascinating record since Thomas 
Mott Osborne fired me with interest in the subject. Dr. Wilson was assigned to Leavenworth 
by the United States Public Health Service on an extensive research job connected with nar- 
cotics. In the course of his work, he selected as assistants six convicts, and his story 
of three years at Leavenworth, from the viewpoint of a »sychologist, is the story of these 
convicts, of the extraordinary relationship the work entailed, and of the background of 
perhaps the best of modern federal prisons. Except for occasional departures from straight 
narrative into psychological analysis, this reads like a behind the scenes in crime, the 
minds and personalities of the men themselves, the incredible grapevine connecting prison 
and the outside world of crime, the heartening advances made in penology, the constructive 
and curative value of such work as this research job supplied. Real crime addicts will like 
this as well as readers to whom the sociological aspects will appeal. And I defy anyone 
who likes unigue human interest stories to start it and lay it down unfinished. Warden 
Johnson's Alcatraz Island Prison (see report P. 379-1949) seems merely a contemporary crime 
documentary, and Warden Duffy's San Quentin Story (see P. 273-1950) a fairly routine intro- 
duction to the inauguration of changeover from old time methods to new, in comparison to 
this dramatic, exciting, frequently moving story of My Six Convicts. 


é Don't Overlook These 





. Significant book by Barbara Warg, POLICY FOR THE TEST (Norton); contemporary history in 
[ITO AND GOLIATH, by Hamilton Fish Armstrong (Macmillan); colorful biography of a dramatic 


literary figure, Scott Fitzgerald, THE FAR SIDE OF PARADISE by Arthur Mizener, (Houghton 
Mifflin). See pages following for reports. 
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December 27 .~ 


Skorzeny, Otto Dutton 
SKORZENY'S SECRET MISSIONS $3.00 — 


The former Chief of the Nazi Commandos recounts some of his most thrilling miss- 
ions--freeing Mussolini in 1943 from Badoglio's guards, heading a secret army that forced 
Nazi demands on Petain and the Vichy Government. and spiked attempts to spirit the old.Mar- 
shal out of France, and overthrowing Admiral Horty's government in Hungary when that coun- 
try signed a separate peace with Russia. Exciting as these exploits are, most readers will 
still find their enjoyment of the book considerably lessened by Skorzeny's latterday lament 
over the fate of bombed German cities, and his recording of his first meeting with Hitler-- 
"Here was my master whom I had been following loyally for years. Here was my leader in 
whom I had absolute confidence". Readers at all familiar with the history of World War II 
will also find much to dispute in the author's statement that the V-1 rocket bombs were 
loosened over London only as justifiable retaliation for the "wanton" aerial destruction 
of Reich cities. 


December 28 


Barghoorn, Frederick C. a Harcourt, Brace 
THE SOVIET IMAGE OF THE UNITED STATES $4.00 


An analysis of the distortion caused by the Soviet anti-American propaganda this 
is a less hysterical but more pedantic book than Counts & Lodge' The Country of the Blind 
(Houghton, Mifflin-1949). Dr. Barghoorn does not minimize the hazardous state that has 
arisen but does maintain that it is not hopeless, that the messianic dogmatism can be op- 
posed by the study of Kremlin tactics and crimes and the ever vigilant combat of the hate 
campaign. From four years personal observation, in Moscow at the American Embassy, from 
intense examination of Soviet aggression and foreign policy, he examines the roots of its 
anti-American policies, the unwilling and reluctant alliance during the last war, the com- 
plete inversion of outside news, the hysteria over the atom, and the incomplete subjugation 
of the Russian people themselves. This exposure of the specific content and techniques of 
Soviet political strategy is for the enlightenment and information of all thinking Americans 
and should be valuable as a study book on current affairs. 


December 31 


Woodcock, H. Drysdale & Scribner 
Stearn, William T. LILIES OF THE WORLD $8 .50 


This takes the place of Lilies: Their Cult and Management, published by the same 
authorities in 1935. For gardeners and botanists, amateurs and professionals, this will be 
the standard book on the culture of lilies. While it had its genesis in England, much ma- 
terial is included that applies specifically to the United States, particularly regarding 
pests and diseases. New inclusions are a glossary, the controversial. survey and classifica- 
tion of the genus Nomocharis, some corrections, additional plates,more detailed text descrip- 
tions. Overall coverage of form and function, climate.and soils, easy and difficult. lilies, 
their place in the garden, cultivation, propagation, hybridization, enemies, Extensive lists | 
will be basic reference material for dealers and enthusiasts. Liberally illustrated with 
line drawings, diagrams, and numerous half tone plates. 


January 8 


Ward, Barbara Norton 
POLICY FOR THE WEST $3.75 





* An economist whose reputation for cleancut analysis has been established in pre- 
vious books here explores the scale of the challenge the West is facing, and the costs of 
the necessary policy of containment. She weighs the relative strengths of opposing forces, 
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seeing the economic balance with the West but the extent of mobility inadequate for sus- 
tained effort to the end of defense and social and economic stability. She then advances 
the arguments for some measure of unity of operation. She meets head-on the arguments 
against controls, government supervision, risk of inflation and overexpansion, and with 
cogent reasoning supplies many of the answers. She then presents the alternatives- nega- 
tive measures, rather than the unpalatable positive measures. She suggests methods of off- 
setting the dangers, of stimulating growth of wealth, of expansion of national resources. 
She weighs the arguments of Britain against partial federation in a European council, and 
America's reluctance to accept world federalism as a solution, and discusses the steps by 
which unity could be attained within the framework of a strengthened United Nations. A 
stimulating and constructive book for thoughtful citizens. 


January 8 


Bornstein, Joseph Wm. Sloane 
THE POLITICS OF MURDER $4.00 


An account of the numerous, notable murders that have highlighted 2Oth Century 
politics from the summer day in Sarajevo when a fanatic's shot precipitated the first World 
War, this is well documented and includes some information made available for the first time 
recently. Here are the facts behind the mysterious ends of Trotsky; King Alexander of Yugo- 
slavia and French Foreign Minister Barthou in Marseilles; the death of Mussolini's early 
rival, Matteoti; "the Night of the Long Knives" in 1934 when Hitler disposed of Boehm and 
the other Brown Shirted SA leaders; and the closely following shooting of Austria's Chan- 
cellor Dollfuss. Perhaps the most interesting of the author's findings has led him to be- 
lieve that Lenin's final, fatal stroke was one brought on by order of Stalin--then ascend- 
ing into power but fully aware that the recovery of Lenin would mean his own political end. 
A fresh footnote to contemporary history. 


A 


| ; 


2 


January 9 


Armstrong, Hamilton Fish Macmillan 
TITO AND GOLIATH $3.50 


A careful, concise, detailed history of the background of Yugoslavia's break with 
the Kremlin and of the events that have taken place since the spring of 1948 when Yugoslav- 
ia's defection from the brand of communism practiced by Moscow first became publicly known. 
The author points out that the double significance of the break was that it proved that world 
communism is not as united as its leaders would like to believe (the famous Soviet theoreti- 
cian Nikolai Bukharin once told the author that war was impossible between communist states), 
and that Tito has shown the way to the other satellite leaders, any of whom may well follow 
his course. Mr. Fish presents short but thorough descriptions of present-dey conditions in 
all the satellite countries, as well as in Yugoslavia, and his book should prove valuable 
to all Americans wishing a clear picture of what is going on behind the Iron Curtain. 


) ‘ 
4 


So 
January 141 


Augur, Helen Doubleday 
TALL SHIPS TO CATHAY | $3.00 


A family and trade biography, for this is the story of the Low family in the days 
of the clipper ships and the expansion of Yankee enterprise in China. Harriet was the first 
American girl ever to set foot in Macao and Canton in the 1820's when she was visiting her 
uncle William; her brother Abbot became the American foster-son of old Houqua, who taught 
him adroitness in dealing with the Chinese in the affairs of Russell and Co.; her brother 
Charles overcame family business plans to become the master of his own ships; the ships, 
captained by Nat Palmer, on their brilliant runs, made substantial contributions to the 
growth of the Low fortunes. Through Abbot's able handling of company affairs, the worth- 
while marriages, the luck in trading ventures, the fortunate outcome of their reputation in 
China, the salvaging of disaster into greater success, the business and the family were 
speeded on their way. A biography which is flattering, at times fluttering, and which cap- 
tures the effervescence of a large tribe scattered from Brooklyn and Salem, to Europe and 
the East, this is of genealogical as well as period and industry interest. 















4 
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January—tt— 


Ellis, Albert Doubleday 
THE FOLKLORE OF SEX $5.00 


Folklore in this instance is popular opinion, as it is expressed by our movies, 
plays, magazines, books, billboards, humor which Albert Ellis has examined extensively in 
order to determine areas of approval or disapproval. From our anti-fornicative attitudes 
as they are enforced by religious, social and medical pressures, he goes on to survey what 
is admissible, or permissible, or neither, in adultery, promiscuity, prostitution (one of 
the few blanket negatives), venereal disease, kissing, petting, masturbation, illegimitacy, 
birth control, abortion, pregnancy, the female form, scatology, obscenity, sex crimes and 
perversions, etc. etc. and the counteroffensive of censorship, puritanism. With some 
statistical conclusions, he draws some final conclusions from all this evidence- which 
vary- and one judgment, to the effect that our approach to sex is "chaotic, childish, con- 
fused" and ambivalent. A livewire topic, and some lively illustrative material, this 
doesn't prove that vice isn't nice but should attract a few of that avid Kinsey audience. 


January > 2//4 


Matthiessen, F.0O. Wm. Sloane 
THEODORE DREISER $3.75- 
4,00 
Written by the late Harvard professor- long an authority on Dreiser, this is a 
fine biography of a major American writer whose works, although difficult, somewhat dated 
and largely forgotten, are important in this country's literature. Here is the boy from 
Indiana who was to write so powerfully of poverty from his own grounding in it during his 
childhood and youth. Later, Dreiser gained much of his material for his novels from his 
experiences as a bill collector in Chicago and as a reporter in St. Louis, Toledo, Pitts- 
burgh and New York. His troubles with his first novel, 5ister Carrie, then considered a 
shocker, detoured Dreiser into a decade of magazine editing, but did not permanently dam 
the inspiration that found its fullest expression in Jennie Gerhardt, The Genius, The Finan- 
c1er and 4n American Tragedy. Both Dreiser's name, and Matthiessen's, combine to give 
this a steady, substantial interest, particularly for libraries. 


Sweetman, George Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


PITTSYLVANIA COUNTRY $3.50 — 


The newest in the American Folkways series. presents a staccato and broad portrait 
of western Pennsylvania from the days of the red men, on through the white, and the impor- 
tance of the black in its history. Here are the early American tragedies, some villains, 
plenty of girls, a bit of the criminal history, and much of the bridges, railroads, reli- 
gions, the rafts, steam and canal boats, the lines of development in iron, steel, coal, 
strikes and floods, - and the coming of big business. Along with Carnegie, Frick, Mellon 
and Westinghouse and their stories, are tales of Mike Fink, the Great Goose Fly, Joe Magar- 
ac and a witch or two, and of old Come-to-Pass and his probable contribution to Mormonism, - 
which gives you an idea of the latitude of the material. There'll be no "scunners against" 
this vivid survey of the Land of Three Rivers life story. 


January 17 


Stratton, Clarence meats 
EFFECTIVE ENGLISH $h. Ta 


Where Stratton's Guide to Correct English took me back to prep school days of 
rhetoric and etymology in a- comfortably nostalgic blend of recall and modern twists, so his 
Effective English brings up to date college courses in then-termed Exposition, Argumenta- 
tion, Descriptive and Narrative writing and Critical Writing. Would that more of these 
were as effectively taught today. This book helps fill that gap with the clarity and ex- 
actness he advocates. 
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January 22 


Cook, Robert C. Wm. Sloane 
& HUMAN FERTILITY: he Modern Dilemma $4.00 





A popularly scientific survey of the problem of uncontrolled, unchecked fertility 
and its concomitant, genetic erosion, a term used to indicate a deteriorating physical and 
mental level. Cook here uses Puerto Rico as an object lesson in an unbalanced population 
rise; surveys the population growth through the centuries from continent to continent; dis- 
cusses the Malthusian principles, contraception and birth control, rising birth rates and 
declining death rates, Darwin's survival of the fittest and Mendel's heredity, and goes on 
to the later genetic findings and their application today as quantity outstrips quality. 
‘Of special interest, if written for a general audience. 


January 23 ia 





Macmillan 


Day, A. Grove- fd. 
THE SKY CLEARS $3.00 





























Mr. Day has collected a great mass of American Indian poetry in translations, and 
has included his own scholarly analysis of the purpose, types, style, and difficulties in 
translation. Indian poetry - actually words to a chant or song - usually had a religious 
purpose; therefore, the tight-packed symbolism is extremely difficult to unravel without a 
knowledge of the ceremony or circumstance for which the poem was used. There have been some 
alien "white" intrusions in the later poetry, but the pure Indian poetry has a style and 
rhythm of its own. Included are examples of poetry from the Eskimos of the Arctic coast, 
"“totem-pole makers" of the Northwest, desert Indians of the Southwest, forest dwellers of 
the East and the Mayas and Aztecs of Ancient Mexico. A fascinating insight into the cult- 
ure of the first Americans. Scholar market. 


January 25 


Dobbin, Gofman & Others Doubleday 
LOW FAT, LOW CHOLESTEROL DIET $3.00 


A group of medical and nutritional experts have produced another specialty cook- 
book, for that growing group aware of the necessity (in cases of hardening of the arteries) 
of a low fat, low cholesterol diet. For this group, this book supplies a real need of a 
palatable diet with adequate protein, vitamin and mineral content, which avoids those foods 
which are harmful. Sample menus, dietary specifications, recipes using substitutes provide 
the housekeeper with the stimulus to successful planning. Lists. Tables. Index. Instruc- 
tions on how to measure. Definitions of what foods to avoid- what to include- and in what 
quantity.... These special problem diet cookbooks are important not only for the housewife, 
but for hospitals, institutions, restaurants catering to health seekers. Call to attention 
of local doctors. 


Takushi Nagai Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
WE OF NAGASAKI $2.75 — 


With no recrimination and with infinite simplicity, this is the record of the 
physical and the spiritual damage of the atom bomb as experienced by Dr. Nagai, his family 
and his neighbors. Whether as told by Kayano Nagai, who was four when she saw the "sea of 
fire", her mother killed and "every day lots of people died every place", or as told by 
Makoto Nagai, a little older, or by others, the record varies little. There are always the 
dead and the dying ("There were just too many dead people; there weren't enough living ones 
to take care of the dead"); the ruins; the long, lingering effects; and particularly the 
moral stain of guilt and conscience for those left unhelped, unthought of, in the scramble 
for survival. ("We who had always been gentle people began doing petty little bits of evil"). 
This is the point made by Dr. Nagai in closing, that although the destructive power of the 
bomb proved finite, its physical effects not unbearable, they are still scarred by the men- 
ory of personal fear and failure. Lacking the timeliness, or the more professional gifts of 
Hersey's classic Hiroshima, this in its unstudied, spoken transcript is also unfailingly 


ate 
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January 26 


Williams, Albert N. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


THE WATER AND THE POWER $4.00 $v 


An analysis of the past, present and future mismanagement and management of water 
supplies and conservation based on a study of the major trends and developments of the five 
major Western Rivers - the Colorado, the Sacramento and San Joaquin, the Rio Grande, the 
Missouri, and the Columbia's Ourigan. The taming and exploiting of the first, the inter- 
national implications and individual treatment of the third, the national implications of 
the fourth and the total, overall picture that although Valley control is the present an- 
swer, it is not the final solution to water power questions. In the telling, there is the 
picture of reclamation projects, of irrigation and flood control, of the necessity of 
harnessing the resources above the hills in the river basins, of the tributary waters and 
of the multiple purposes of water usage which now demands regional and/or national treat- 
ment rather than state. There is the history of the great dams - Boulder, Bonneville, 
Grand Coulee, Big T, etc. - the complicated political battles, the discriminatory practices, 
the probabilities of the Pick-Sloan, watershed erosion, flood control systems. As a con- 
centration of information on current emergency, this emphasizes the national good, large 
scale thinking, and the total assimilation of water resources into one federal organism - 
for a public yet to be alerted. 


January 31” 


Wallace, Willard M. Harper 
APPEAL TO ARMS $4.50 


A military history of the American Revolution compiled with the purpose of balan- 
cing the recent emphasis on the economic and social aspects of this period. Cutting through 
the mass of fact and legend, and in cognizance of the latest research, the author discusses 
the progress and end of the war in terms of the major campaigns. In addition to an account 
of the military operations, the problems of the American army are discussed in some detail:- 
the disorganization and lack of supply due in large part to lack of unification; Congres- 
sional bungling in supplies, appointments and strategy; desertions due to short term enlist- 
ments and indifferent discipline; and unstable currency (the hardships at Valley Forge were 
caused in a large part by the local farmers selling to the British). The author touches 
lightly upon the explosive personalities of the men who guided the destinies of the army, 
although he does contend with others that Cornwallis manufactured his own defeat by taking 
unnecessary chances; that Arnold was badly treated by his superiors; and that it was the 
skill and tact of Washington which put down an army revolt at the end of the war. The au- 
thor credits the winning of the war for the most part to French intervention. A terse, 
valuable account which may have plus sales with the current interest in military history. 
Illustrated with maps. 


Junod, Marcel Macmillan 
WARRIOR WITHOUT WEAPONS 2/24 2/27 $4.00 

A report, from a delegate of the International Committee of the Red Cross, of the 
years 1935 - 1945, and coverage of the war areas from Abyssinia, Spain, Poland, Germany, 
Greece, Russia and Tokyo, this reveals the little miracles and the big problems of the or- 
ganization. It is an overall picture of the attempts to relieve human sufferings, of the 
vast sphere this neutral outfit embraces and of the insecurity the workers knew as the 
Geneva Convention's program did not take care of the situations that arose. The interna- 
tional ambulance units, the lack of protection in spite of recognized markings, the ex- 
change of prisoners, the use of ships to convey supplies, the distribution of food, medi- 
cines, clothing, personal packages, work with the POW's, and the ever-mounting crimes of 
man's inhumanity to man - all this directly experienced and evidencing the indefatigable, 
persistent and sympathetic approach of the "third front" of the Red Cross. A worthwhile 
account, not only in its field, but in contrast to other war chronicles, and a touching 
presentation of attempts at effective aid. 
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Woods, Ralph McGraw-Hill 
THE BUSINESSMAN'S BOOK OF QUOTATIONS $3.50 


I suppose this may be a useful tool for busy people called upon to make speeches 
for quick and apt quotations, tag lines, etc. In alphabetical arrangement according to 
topic- ranging from ‘,riculture to Work, the editor has assembled quotations from a wide 
range of sources. Some go back to the classicists; some are contemporary. Under most of 
the headings there are from six to a dozen quotations, but the peak assembly seems to come 
under Planning - Taxes - Unions (indicating subjects of immediate significance). Specialized. 


Bender, J.F. | Crowell 
NBC HANDBOOK OF PRONUNCIATION 3 /'* $4.50 


The networks have established their own standards of pronunciation and usage. 
Columbia set the pace, and has a book of its own. Now comes NBC. Not a dictionary, but 
simply an alphabetical arrangement of words in common usage, and the pronunciation key and 
international phonetic alphabet key following each word. With radio establishing a basic 
guide, this handbook should prove useful for reference and confirmation. 


Biskind, Leonard H., M.D. Random House 
HAVING YOUR BABY 3/2 $200 |,75 


In a year when each and every publisher is expecting, this is a revised edition 
of a book originally published in Portland, Oregon, and is a primer of advice for that 
prognosis pregnancy. The advice, which is concise to the point of curtness, covers concep- 
tion, the growth of the baby, doctor's visits and the tests made and why, your mental ap- 
proach, weight, diet, vitamins (a forte here), hygiene, grooming, exercise, rest, ailments 
and danger signs and complications, superstitions, on to the labor and delivery, postnatal 
care and home care. Dr. Biskind covers the ground thoroughly, takes things seriously- se- 
verely too, and will tell you all you need to know... Marketwise, one might wonder- how 
fertile is fertility? 


Stransky, Jan Random House 
EAST WIND OVER PRAGUE // 2? $3.00 


By @ young man who escaped the Germans in Czechoslovakia in 1939, and since the 
end of the war has been fighting "on the wrong side of the Iron Curtain", this is an ex- 
perienced and disturbingly dispassionate record of the way in which Communism came to 
Czechoslovakia, the lack of moral balance in a beaten people motivated by fear rather than 
faith, susceptible to greed, hatred, ambition. From the defeat of the Germans to the Liber- 
ation of the Red Army, that unending "flood from the steppes", this traces the substitution 
of one regime of serfdom for another, the affinity of methods- whether blackmail or bribery, 
the conquest of a people who reasoned realistically that it was better to be a supporter 
than a victim, better to be safe than sorry, and who in the skin game of self-preservation 
found few tangibles in the dim democratic assurances. And the cheerless conclusion is that 
war is a surety. Alarming, affecting. 


February l 


Mizener, Arthur Houghton, Mifflin 
THE FAR SIDE OF PARADISE $3.75. 


* An absorbed, absorbing biography of F. Scott Fitzgerald which catches much of the 
fevered excitement of a charmed and driven life, commutes a sympathy for the man which does 
not dim his fallibilities, invests his writing with a stature it was not to receive until 
recently. Here are the qualities of the youth he was never to grow out of:- the extrava- 
gance, the childlike simplicity, the romantic heroism, the intensity of idealization; and 
on the other hand, the social uncertainty, the self-indulgence, the flagellation of failure. 
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There are. the early years at home, at boarding school, at Princeton, and the constant de- 
sire to ingratiate which often aggravated, the facile talents, the academic irresponsibil- 
- ity. There is the first love for Ginevra King which gave the "substance to an ideal", the 
later love for Zelda which lasted a lifetime, but which in the first years of marriage was 
hampered by the pressure of making money- and still more money, and in the last years by 
the guilt of her crackup. And there is the sequence of his stories and novels; the stories 
which were written to ease their extravagances and violated his conscience; the novels 
which were seriously intended, conceived, which derived from his life and which defined 
that period, that golden boom of "splendid generosities, outrageous corruptions”... There's 
the definite fascination here of success- and of failure, of a life which had its high ex- 
pectations only to end in drink and a sad, lost disillusion. 


February 1 


McWilliams, Carey Little, Brown 
- BROTHERS UNDER THE SKIN: Revision $3.50 


So much new material has gone into this revision that it could be legitimately 
sold as a new book. Even the historical background on minorities receives new focus,while 
the impact of war has precipitated more into these years since 1943 than in the whole per- 
iod between the Civil War and World War II. The long introduction aims to point the ques- 
tions this revision seeks to answer:- how far have we gone, in what direction, what of the 
future? Special emphasis (not given in the original book) to the Negro problem as "Amer- 
ica's most persistent and pernicious domestic, social problem" shows new racial frontiers, 
ideological ferment growing out of migratory factors, urbanization, industrialization, the 
Civic Unity Councils, the FEPC, and so on. There have been substantial gains in these 
years, but the end result marks the beginning of a new crisis in class relations. The body 

~é of the book (covering other minority groups) has additional material within the text and 

; at the chapter ends, as would be inevitable with result of the war on the status of Orien- 
tals, Hawaiians, Filipinos, and- the Jews, with the influx of the dispossessed from Europe. 
Timely and important as a current issue. 


Treat, Nola & Richards, Lenore CRY 7 Little, Brown 
QUANTITY COOKENG: Revision $350 
yf ‘ q S 


A standard work brought up to date, with a few changes noted. One change is the 
indication of both weights and measures made by request of smaller groups than the fifty 
or more for which the quantities are planned. The recipes included represent the tested 
most popular dishes. The authors urge employers who use this book to train their employees 
to follow recipes carefully- size of utensils, relative quantities, procedure, all are 
scientifically accurate. Invaluable for restaurants, institutions, large public functions. | 
Not intended for the person who has a household of varying size (boarding house, small inn, 
etc.)- and for that market a book is still needed. 


eo" 


February 5 


Tannanbaum; Frank ; Knopf 
A PHILOSOPHY OF LABOR | $2.75 
A scholarly, well-written examination of labor unions as the conservative, count- 
errevolutionary movement of our times, the revolutionary one being state ownership of the 
means of production under an authoritarian government. such as the present Russian one. The 
book takes’ up, in brief, the history of the industrial revolution--the shift from rural to 
e urban populations, from self-sufficient agricultural producers to the modern wage-earner 
totally dependent upon his salary, and the attendant role played by trade unions during 
this period--granting security to the worker and instilling in him an identification with 
and a pride in his work. An important book on a timely subject, this should provoke both 
clearer understanding of trade unionism and perhaps some controversial discussion. Recom- 
mended for civics and economics students. 
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Mabie, Janet 
HEAVEN ON EARTH $2-F5 


Again the childhood voices - this time prattling on about summers in Northfield, 
the home of the Moody evangelicism, schools and, especially the Conferences. With her adop- 
tive parents, the author knew visiting dignitaries of the church, missionaries from all over 
the world, writers, politicans, even a president of the United States (Teddy Roosevelt) ,and 
all sorts of Christian workers. She watched her father conduct the summer sessions, obser- 
ved and noted how each and every person told his story, won his audience, and above and be- 
yond which - was a human being. There are miniatures of Wilson, Fosdick, Booker T. Washing- 
ton and others - along with the maid, Carrie, the hired man, Will - and the Reverend and 
Mrs. Henry Mabie....There are family catastrophes - the white birch among others - there 
are religious difficulties along with large-scale picnics and revival meetings, there is 
the iron-souled life which had its richness and internationalism. A plus sale in the re- 
ligious market, this will still have a gentle, nostalgic appeal for an older generation. 


Nabokov, Vladimir Harper 
CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE $3.00 


Charming, incisive, but never biting remembrances from the author's past when he 
was scion of a wealthy St. Petersburg family during the glittering but last-gasp days of 
Czarist Russia. The fifteen stories present pictures of winter in the family's St. Peters- 
burg's mansion, the summer house in the birches, vacations at Biarritz, a wonderful journey 
on the Nord Express in its hey-day, an early love, Tamara, and, finally, the flight south 
to the Crimea and beyond. Most of the stories have appeared in ‘i/:e New Yorker, others were 
first printed in Atlantic Monthly, Harper's, and the Partisan Review. For a specialized 
market. 

Carlyle, Celeste Lippincott 
INDIVIDUALLY YOURS ¢ /// $2.95 


Subtitled 4 Guide to Your Personal Beauty and Charm this differs from the usual 
run-of-the-mill first aid to beauty in its acceptance of the limitations of time and money 
and the determination to get around them. The advice therefore is keyed to possibilities 
within reach of all. Study your type; numerous charts serve as guides to self analysis; 
and link this knowledge with keys to kinds of clothes, color and fabrics, hair arrangement, 
makeup, perfume, etc. There is sound advice on how to shop, how to give due thought in ad- 
vance so as to build a "capsule wardrobe" and add gradually. Quality stressed instead of 
quantity; no furs until good ones are attainable; one piece of good jewelry instead of quan- 
tities of junk, and so on. There's nothing particularly new in the content of the advice 
on grooming, care of skin and hair, health - but the general tone is moderate, sound, con- 
structive. The book reads somewhat like a scissors and paste job, for there is a good deal 
of repetition, as though it might have been put together from news columns. But the phil- 
osophy is one that can stand repeat performances. Know yourself and make the most of what 
you have, whether you are young or beyond middle age. 


Hughes, Langston Holt 
MONTAGE OF A DREAM DEFERRED $2.00 


Poems of Harlem, loosely strung together with the twilight, flickering moods of a 
jazz tune, with a constant drumming beat of heart sickness and bitterness at a "dream de- 
ferred". Occasionally, it is true, the demanding re-bop rhythm in some of the sections 
overwhelms the basic seriousness, but in general the poems speak out of the idiom, speak of 
husbands and wives, lovers, movies, neon signs, landlords, English themes, funerals, Joe 
Louis, lamp post philosophies, and a dream of a Freedom Train with no Jim Crow signs. It is 
his generous and fierce love of human beings and gift of expression in terms of a people's 
speech, which gives Mr. Hughes’ work its great appeal. However, its greatest value lies in 
its articulation of the Negroes' demand for respect and justice in a hostile white world. 
And yet Mr. Hughes hints at a solution in a brief scrap of poetry called Subway Rush Hour: 
"so near - no room for fear". Predictable Hughes sales. 
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Harris, Kenneth oO Houghton, Mifflin 
TRAVELT ING—-PONGUES | VALG Cer : Mdbasi gs $2 ° 50 

A once-over of America, as it appeared to one of the three members of the Oxford 
Debating Society, sent over here where they toured 43 states in five months. Casting a 
more charitable critical eye on this country as against his own, than many of his fellow 
countrymen have done in the past, Harris draws some apt, astute conclusions and comparisons, 
lends a fresh, friendly appreciation to his experience here. From the first seasick cross- 
ing to the first debate, he goes on to describe football, fraternities, travel, homes, food, 
children, religion, private enterprise, class distinctions, money, Negroes, Hollywood, with 
amiable approval; our politics (their irreverence as well as corruption), advertising, edu- 
cation (mass production versus individual attention) justifiably don't come off so well. 
Written primarily for an English audience, to counteract an almost timeless supercilious- 
ness, this still has a see- yourself-as-others-see-you appeal for readers here, and is 
dirficult to dispute. 


Doucette, Earl Random House 
THE FISHERMAN'S GUIDE TO MAINE > 17 $2.15_ 
$ 
Any modern Isaak Walton heading Maine-way will do well to read this guide through 
thoroughly before jumping on the train or into the car. Here are all the problems he is 
likely to confront--transportation, places to stay, proper clothing, equipment, etc. And, 
there is, too, concise information about the various Maine fish, their habitats, habits 
and preference in bait or lures. An appendix presents the Maine fishing laws. (To an 
amateur this seems somewhat out of season.) 


THREE LATE COMERS- not to be overlooked 


COLUMBIA ENCYCLOPEDIA Columbia University Press 
$25 .00 


Perhaps the best evidence I can offer of the value of this one volume encyclopedia 
is the worn condition of the First Edition, which has been in daily use ever since it was 
put on my shelf in 1935. Statistically speaking, the new edition has 10,000 more entries 
(check- I found everything I remembered missing in the First Edition); there are one million 
more words and 300 more pages; there are 3,500 articles on living people. I have found it 
frequently a more efficient Biblical concordance than the Concordance itself; a gazeteer 
that supplies much of the material associated with atlases; a good reference tool for his- 
tory, ancient and modern. There is enormous scope of new material on areas made familiar 
by World War II - USSR, Asia, Indonesia, the Middle East, as well as excellent concrete 
data on the war itself. Individually, the articles, both long and short, are well done 
and easily read. Answer to the need of households with limited space, where the old type 
many-volumed encylcopedia has to be banished; to the budget limitations of school and small 
oh aaa And don't overlook it as an acceptable commencement or wedding gift. 

Dec. 4) / 
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Aiken, W. Appleton- £d. , : Dutton 
THE POEMS OF CATULLUS $3.00 





* Lively presentation and intelligent selection of translations from the great Latin 
poet. In a sparkling introduction the editor recreates the events in the life of Catullus 
which were most intimately concerned with the poems, and discusses the timeless values of 
the work. The translations by English and American poets, range from the lusty interpreta- 
tions of the Elizabethans to the sharp, straight forward intensity of the modern idiom. 
Arranged in rough chronological order by subject with interpolated biographical data, the 
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translations are also arranged in chronology of translations so that the reader may observe, 
not only the changing historical literary perspectives, but also be provided with extra 
facets in the appreciation of the original poems. The modern translations fare best in 
er conveying the intimate, condensed emotion of Catullus' poetry. A most successful presenta- 
tion of the poems of Catullus to the twentieth century. Academic and poetry sales. (12/28) 
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Leach, Maria- £d Funk & Wagnalls 
THE STANDARD DICTIONARY OF FOLKLORE, MYTHOLOGY AND LEGEND $7.50 


Complete, now, in two handsome volumes, Volume One (A to L) was reported on Page 
643, issue of Nov. 15, 1949, as "a stupendous achievement in representative sampling of 
folklore, hero tales, animal legends, dances, ballads, songs drawn from cultures around 
the world....The editors have tapped many primary sources, obscure, difficult of access; 
they have included original covering articles by authorities, 34 in all, including such 
familiar names as Botkin, Herzog, Seeger, and many more". There's material here that makes 
it a "must" in its field along with Frazier's Golden Bough A masterwork for quick refer- 
ence, in a field where familiar legends and rare material can fitly be brought together. 
The alphabetical arrangement, the cross reference qualifying and inter-relating allied 
subjects make this a valuable reference tool. Boxed. (Publ.) 


PLEASE KOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE akD PRICE 


Pas é 


534 Shepard, Willard & Odell- JENKINS' EAR- postponed for Book of the Month Club 
selection. (Macmillan) 
ee S47 Peniakoff, Lt. Col. V.- POPSKI'S PRIVATE ARMY- price from $3.75 to $5.00. 
(Crowell) 
569 Moore, Ruth- CANDLEMAS BAY- from 11/15 to 3/16/51. Literary ne 
. (Morrow 
585 Atwater, M.M.- SHUTTLE CRAFT BOOK OF AMERICAN HAND WEAVING- from 11/14 to 
1/23 (Macmillan) 
585 Doerflinger, W.M.- fd  - SHANTYMEN AND SHANTYBOYS- from 11/14 to 12/5 (Macmillan) 
624 Keller, James- CAREERS THAT CHANGE YOUR WORLD- from 10/26 to 12/7 (Doubleday) 
658 Masters, John- NIGHTRUNNERS OF BENGAL- from 1/5 to 1/19 (Viking) 
659 Saroyan, William- ROCK WAGRAM- from 1/2 to 3/15 (Doubleday) 
660 Sanford, Agnes M.- OH WATCHMAN!- price from $2.50 to $2.75 (Lippincott) 
661 Bates, H.E.- THE SCARLET SWORD- price from $2.75 to $3.00 (Lippincott) 
666 Wyndham, John- THE DAY OF THE TRIFFIDS- from 12/28 to 3/22 (Doubleday) 
670 Scott, Barbara Ann- SKATE WITH ME- price from $4.00 to $4.95 (Doubleday) 
672 Wenker, Mary A.- THE ART OF SERVING FOOD ATTRACTIVELY- price from $1.95 to 


$2.45 (Doubleday) 


673 Brink, Wellington- BIG HUGH- definite date 1/16 (Macmillan) 
678 Shute, Nevil- ROUND THE BEND- postponed for Book of the ee 
Morrow 
678 Ullman, J.R.- RIVER OF THE SUN- January Book of the Month Club selection. 
(Lippincott ) 
682 Mead, S.- TESSIE- definite price is $2.75 (Doubleday) 
688 Ley, Willy- DRAGONS IN AMBER- from 1/26 to 1/29 (Viking) 


688 Smith, Alson J.- RELIGION AND THE NEW PSYCHOLOGY- from 1/18 to 3/1 (Doubleday) 
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A CALENDAR OF WEW BOOKS FOR JANUARY 
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CONTEMPORARY 
@ 
January 2- Seton, Anya FOXFIRE (Houghton, Mifflin) $3.00 663 
January 8- Bates, H.E. THE SCARLET SWORD (Little, Brown) 2.75 661 
January 8- Bowen, Elizabeth EARLY STORIES (Knopf) 3.00 680 
January 8- Caldwell, Taylor THE BALANCE WHEEL (Scribner) 3.00 658 
January 1l- West, Jessamyn THE WITCH DIGGERS (Harcourt, Brace) 3.50 T7Oh 
January ll- Wylie, Philip THE DISAPPEARANCE (Rinehart) 3.50 662 
January 19- Kadish, M. R. POINT OF HONOR (Random House) 3.00 664 
January 22- Ross, Fred E. JACKSON MAHAFFEY (Houghton, Mifflin) 2.75 663 
January 29- Breuer, Gustav THE SPELL (Houghton, Mifflin) 2.50 663 
OTHER PLACES, OTHER WORLDS 

January 3- Ullman, James R. RIVER OF THE SUN (Lippincott) January Book 
of the Month Club Selection. 3.50 678 
January 19- Masters, John NIGHTRUNNERS OF BENGAL (Viking) 3.00 658 
January 26- Godden, Rumer A BREATH OF AIR (Viking) 3.00 703 

THRILLERS 
January 2- Raine, William M. JINGLING SPURS (Houghton, Mifflin) 2.50 667 
January 3- Garve, Andrew NO TEARS FOR HILDA (Harper) 2.50 666 
January 8- Ford, Leslie MURDER IN THE JACKPOT (Scribner) 2.50 709 
6 January 24- Tey, Josephine TO LOVE AND BE WISE (Macmillan) 2.75 Tia 
January 31- Symons, Julian THE THIRTY-FIRST OF FEBRUARY (Harper) 2.50 685 
OR kee BR ee Ee oe 
LATERWATIONAL AFFAIRS 
January 8- Ward, Barbara POLICY FOR THE WEST (Norton) Bete a 
January 22- Stransky, Jan EAST WIND OVER PRAGUE (Random House) 3.00 719 
January 31- Gunther, John CAESAR OF THE PACIFIC (Harper) 2.75 740 
BIOGRAPHY 

January 3- Young, Desmond ROMMEL (Harper) 3.50 671 
January 10- Farquharson, Ronald CONFESSIONS OF A CHINA HAND (Morrow) 3.00 672 
January 17- Argus, M.K. MOSCOW ON THE HUDSON (Harper) 2.75: Ce 
January 31- Manchester,William DISTURBER OF THE PEACE (Harper) 3.75 689 


FOR SPECIAL TASTES 


January 4- Roberts, Kenneth HENRY GROSS AND HIS DOWSING ROD (Doubleday) 3.00 741 
January 29- Ley, Willy DRAGONS IN AMBER (Viking) 3.75 688 
Price, Roger IN ONE HEAD AND OUT THE OTHER (Simon & 

| goes Schuster ) 





